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Refugees.
Introduction.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees estimates that over 70.8 million refugees are distributed across the globe.[endnoteRef:1] Currently, there is an increasing number of people fleeing their home countries and seeking protection from other countries due to ongoing conflicts and wars experienced in their home countries. There is a need for the host countries to devise methods of creating jobs for the refugees to enable them to earn a living and incorporate them into the host country economic system. Host countries face an uphill task in taking care of the refugees in these times of financial pressures, economic shrinking, and the rising levels of unemployment. In their host countries, refugees are a marginalized group, and they have limited places for employment. Although some countries are able to offer job opportunities to refugees, some are not able to offer viable economic opportunities to the refugees due to country laws as well as economic constraints that make countries put its people first when it comes to jobs.  [1:  The refugees have been distributed in refugee camps all over the world. See United Nations High Commissioner for refugees.  ] 

In Lebanon, for example, refugees from Syria are not allowed to work there, while in Palestine, the refugees are only allowed to work in the United Nations Relief and Work Agency camps. Syrian refugees face similar problems in Jordan, where they are only permitted to work in some departments.  The opportunities are further limited laws that require employers to employ one Syrian for every ten native employees. In some countries, refugees are allowed to work after staying in the country for some years. The laws regulating the employment of employees vary from country to country. 
Granting refugees economic opportunities in host countries is not only good for the refugees but also the country. Giving refugees' employment opportunities in the host countries, help the countries manage economic pressures associated with hosting the refugees and also improves the quality of life of refugees. This paper explains how the government and the non-governmental organizations (NGOs) can offer economic opportunities to the refugees and benefit from such an initiative. It further elucidates the importance of integrating refugees in the host country’s economy.
Ways of creating jobs inside a refugee camp and within the host country.
Refugees should not only be viewed as people who are seeking help from the host country but as a new supply labour force to the host country. The hosting governments should incorporate the refugees on their development agenda. There are several places that the refugees can be employed, depending on whether they are trained or not.  Refugees can offer cheap labor to the farms that are close to the refugee camps. Farm work is often perceived as not desirable in most developed economies, but the majority of refugees, particularly unskilled refugees, will be happy to take on-farm jobs.
Offering refugees jobs on the farms surrounding the camps will not only enable them to earn money but also beneficial to the accommodating country. The jobs will boost the host country economy through improved agricultural production owing to the increased labor supply[endnoteRef:2] . Offering jobs to the refugees will improve their quality of life since life in the camp is very hard. The refugees will be able to earn and afford themselves some basic needs and comfort. The earning will reduce the refugees’ dependency on the host country economy as well as other aids.  [2:  Poor conditions in the refugee camps can lead to migration read Refugees and Forced Migration in the horn of Eastern Africa.] 

Other jobs can be offered to the refugees in the camp should be based on their skills and knowledge. Educated refugees should be employed to work in the areas of their specialization. For example, doctors and teachers should be employed to work in the hospitals and schools that are within the refugee camps. Other refugees who have specific skills should be employed to work in specific areas of professional training. The money used to pay the refugees may come from support from the humanitarian non-governmental organizations (NGOs), foreign countries, or the hosting country. Some refugees who are trained and possess the necessary skills can be left on their own to seek job employment.[endnoteRef:3] Allowing them to showcase their talents will enable employers to notice them.  It is a waste of human labor and talent to leave trained professionals to stay idle and depend on aid when they can be useful to the economy of the host country.  [3:  It is important if refugees are given a chance to work read David chapter 4] 

Ways NGOs can manage economic opportunities.
Non-governmental organizations should be significantly involved in managing the economic opportunities available to the refugees. The management primarily involves connecting the refugees to available job opportunities in the host country. This can be done by engaging the host country government officials and coordinating with them to see how best economic opportunities can be made available to refugees. In larger camps that are near market centres, town and cities the NGOs can coordinate with local governments to help the refugees open up a small and medium business that will both enable them to earn a living as well as employ the locals. 
Economic opportunities available will help improve the living conditions of the refugees. Refugees who do not stay in the camps can be employed in non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to help serve other refugees. Employment of refugees by non-governmental organizations dealing with issues relating to refugees, will not only provide economic opportunities to refugees but also improve service delivery due to their understanding of the issues facing refugees. 
Non-governmental organizations can make discussions with other humanitarian organizations and coordinate with other foreign nations on the need to help refugees. The financial and material aid produced should then be efficiently used in improving the lives of refugees. For instance, instead of focusing on giving refugees aids, they should be given capital to open businesses in the host country as well as any other country that is willing to resettle them. This way, non-governmental organizations will improve the life of the refugees in the host country.
Taskforces that could potentially be created to enable refugees to integrate into the host country. 
Several measures should be taken to integrate refugees in the host country. Integration of refugees in the host country economy is can significantly generate more income for the country. Therefore, the host country, in coordination with other organization, should formulate a task force that will establish clear strategies to integrate refugees in the host country economy effectively.  The taskforces should be created and ensure that refugees are allowed to carry out economic activities that are both beneficial to the host country and the refugees. These measures include: enabling the refugees to work in the host country, allowing the refugees to study, and freedom of movement (this one should be observed to ensure the refugees do not cause a security threat to the host country).
The refugees should be granted the freedom of movement, which is critical in ensuring the refugees are properly incorporated in host nation society. If the refugees are given an opportunity to move with some supervision in the host country, they will be integrated into the country. Free movement enables them to learn the culture of a given country and familiarize themselves with its norms. Kenya, an African country, has been at the forefront in Africa for hosting refugees displaced from their countries due to internal conflicts for many years. Kenya shows a good example where some of the refugees are allowed to stay in different towns of the country and carry out their activities as ordinary citizens with little restrictions. Some refugees live in Nairobi and will visit the camps occasionally when needed. This has helped integrate the refugees in the country. Refugees who live in urban centres gain integration through social relations and the feeling of self-sufficiency. 
The taskforces main focus should include proposing laws that will allow the refugees to study up to the university level as well as work in the host countries. Studying together with the citizens of the host country will make the refugees feel at home. Studying will make the refugees feel like part of the community. The refugees should be treated well and given a chance to study because, in some cases, the refugees stay for a long time in the host country.
Furthermore, the government should put in place affirmative actions that will see more refugees being employed in the host country. It will be wise for the government to use human capital is a form of labor and the skills that refugees have for economic development. Governments should allow refugees to work and be paid according to the pay scale that is used in the country. Although people may think that the refugees will compete for job opportunities with the citizens of the country, this is not true in many cases because the skills that they possess are mostly different from that of the natives. Allowing them to work will enable them to feel like part of the community, and they will work hard. Consequently, the host country will benefit from their efforts.
How the host countries benefit from the refugees.
There is a common belief that accepting and protecting refugees is a burden to the country hosting. It is a belief that has made numerous countries shun away from hosting refugees and turn a blind eye to the suffering of people in their neighbouring states.  It is a belief that should be debunked; the truth is that hosting refugees is a win-win situation for all the parties involved that is the refugees and the host country. While the refugees impose some economic, security, and environmental burdens on the hosting countries, they have the numerous benefits that come along with if adequately utilized.[endnoteRef:4] The benefits that are brought along with the refugees may take some time to be seen by the host country. However, with proper planning by the host country refugees can be turned into an important asset for the hosting country economy. The humanitarian organization sends help to the refugees in the hosting countries. [4:  Refugees bring about financial pressure to the hosting country. Read Jacobsen page 579 - 585] 

Consequently, the refugee camps within the country become a repository for resources such as food, clothing, communication equipment vehicles, and many more, which have a positive impact on the hosting country.[endnoteRef:5] Moreover, a lot of financial resources are channelled to refugee camps by global organizations; the financial resources can be tapped in improve the host country economy.  [5:  Refugees bring along many benefits to the country hosting them. Read Jacobsen page 577 – 585 for more explanation.] 

The refugees themselves bring into the host country the human capital in the form of labor, skills, and entrepreneurship. When used appropriately, the refugees will help the country to develop economically. Many refugees possess unique skills that might be not be possessed by the natives in the host country. When given a chance to work, the refugees can bring a new perspective to the host nation workforce, as well as creativity and innovations. The labor provided by the refugees in the country is available for a long time because many refugees stay in a foreign country for an extended period.
International refugee assistance brings food and non-food materials to the host countries. The non-food materials include clothes, beddings, medical, educational needs, shelter, among others. The international assistance is provided by the governments, the United Nations high commissioner for refugees (UNHCR), and non-governmental organizations. Although the aid is for the refugees, some agencies extend their help to the local communities to foster peace among the community and the refugees. This eventually helps the communities surrounding the refugee camps to develop.
In some developing countries, international assistance materials even get there a way to the local markets and are sold at lower prices. This makes materials that were luxury, such as communication devices available to the local community. Since the refugee camps are mostly located near the borders of the country, these places have little social and infrastructural development in some countries since the political class does focus on developing urban areas rather than border and rural areas. When the community gets a chance to host refugees, the entire community benefits from the influx of advanced technology and improved facilities around the community so as to cater to the needs of refugees.
The UNHCR has been improving the communities surrounding the refugee camps by developing infrastructure. The roads, bridges, health centres, and schools have been constructed in the areas hosting the refugees. The improved transport facilities ensure aids and other humanitarian assistance are delivered to the refugees in a prompt manner. Such developments have been carried out by the UNHCR in developing countries have significantly improved the lives of the local people.[endnoteRef:6] [6:  Jacobsen explains further on page 577 – 585.] 

Amenities such as schools and hospitals are constructed for the well-being of the refugees.[endnoteRef:7] Construction of schools and hospitals by non-governmental organizations provides an opportunity for local people to use these facilities and enjoy better services. A practical example of the benefit associated with the refugees is a case in Uganda, where about 40 percent of the assistance by UNHCR was directed to the area surrounding the Kiryandongo refugee camp. Another example was in Tanzania when the local administration was asked to name the development projects that it can’t afford for assistance by the UNHCR. These examples show that humanitarian assistance goes hand in hand with development. [7:  The UNHCR and other humanitarian groups ensure the welfare of the refugees read Handmaker chapters 1 and 2.] 

The infrastructure that is developed by the foreign governments, the non-governmental organizations, and the UNHCR, such as schools, roads, hospitals, and buildings remain in the host country after the refugees have relocated to their home countries. A good example was the case in Malawi when UNHCR handed over the schools, clinics, vehicles, and buildings that were being used by the refugees from Mozambique when they were repatriated to their country[endnoteRef:8]. The value of the assets was $35million. On top of that, the government also requested $78 million from the UNHCR to carry out reforestation in the area that was affected by the presence of the refugees.[endnoteRef:9] Even though the host country may be affected negatively initially by the influx of the refugees, there are infrastructural developments that the community gains from the refugees. [8:  Refugees are taken to their homes when calmness is restored read chapter 2 and 3 Morsink ]  [9:  UNHCR helps the countries accommodating the refugees. This is explained in Jacobsen.
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] 

Refugees also contribute to the economic development of a country. Refugees come with assets from their home countries. These assets are goods brought by the refugees, and they include gold, computers, domestic animals, and others. Refugees also receive financial help from foreign countries, therefore, contributing to foreign exchange. This boosts the economy of a particular nation. Money for the assistance of the refugees is transmitted through banks with the help of telecommunication services. This increases the economy of a country. The roads, clinics, and schools that are constructed by the humanitarian organizations are used by the residents to get the essential services.
Over time, the residential places of the refugees are developed into centres that provide business services hence the development of the economy of the country. These residential places and established centres are given to the governments of the hosting countries when the refugees are repatriated to their countries. The result is the increase in the development of the country.
Conclusion.
Even though there are challenges faced by the country hosting the refugees, this paper has explained various ways in which the states can make use of the refugees. This can be done by creating job opportunities for the refugees within and outside the refugee camps. Creation of opportunities for refugees enables the hosting countries to make use of the human capital and the skills that the refugees possess for the economic development of the country. Hosting refugees in the nation brings along numerous benefits as opposed to the adverse effects associated with hosting refugees. 
The benefits include the development of infrastructure that results in the growth of the economy and development of the country. The infrastructure that is developed by the foreign governments, the non-governmental organizations, and the UNHCR, such as schools, roads, hospitals, and buildings remain in the host country after the refugees have relocated to their home countries. Refugees also contribute to the economic development of a country. Refugees come with assets from their home countries. Assets are goods brought by the refugees, and they include gold, computers, domestic animals, and others. Refugees also receive financial help from foreign countries, therefore, contributing to foreign exchange. This boosts the economy of a particular nation. We should, therefore, start examining the benefits associated with hosting refugees instead of focusing on the disadvantages. 
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